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opportunities for thousands of Geor-
gians every year by providing college
tuition assistance to qualified stu-
dents.

Mr. Miller’s legacy is well known in
Georgia, but his accomplishments and
charisma also earned him the respect
of his colleagues across our Nation.

Once again, I want to wish a happy
856th birthday to Zell Miller and thank
him for his contributions to Georgia
and the United States. We can all learn
from the great example of his dedica-
tion to the public.
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CONGRATULATING RUTGERS
SCARLET KNIGHTS MEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TEAM

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Rutgers
men’s basketball team on a tremen-
dous accomplishment.

With their win last night over The
Ohio State University, the Scarlet
Knights celebrated their first Big Ten
Tournament victory since joining the
conference in 2014. Their hard work
this season has paid off, and they now
advance to play Northwestern tonight.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate the team, first-year head
coach Steve Pikiell, and the entire
Rutgers program.

Following their win, Coach Pikiell
said that the team learned how to com-
pete this year. Well, last night it cer-
tainly showed, and I look forward to
watching the Scarlet Knights play to-
night and wish them continued success
in the tournament.

———
PAKISTAN IS NOT ON OUR SIDE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of TEXAS. Mr. Speaker, it
is no surprise Pakistan is not the
friend they portray themselves to be.
They are a devious, deceptive, and dis-
loyal ally.

For years they have supported the
Taliban by providing them cover, cash,
and weapons. However, this Benedict
Arnold ally is among the leading re-
cipients of U.S. foreign assistance for
the last 14 years.

Mr. Speaker, we don’t need to pay
Pakistan to betray us, they will do it
for free.

The Taliban’s headquarters is, you
guessed it, in Pakistan. When a U.S.
drone attack took out the Taliban’s
leader in May 2016, he was in Pakistan.

This should be the last rodeo for
Pakistan. This is why I have intro-
duced the Pakistan State Sponsor of
Terrorism Designation Act. The bill re-
quires the administration to issue a re-
port containing either a determination
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that Pakistan is a state sponsor of ter-
rorism or a justification as to why it is
not.

It is time to determine whose side
Pakistan is on. And, Mr. Speaker, they
are not on our side.

And that is just the way it is.

————

REPUBLICAN HEALTHCARE PLAN
FAILS AMERICANS

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, the Republican healthcare plan
would not only fail to improve upon
the Affordable Care Act, it would undo
the benefits millions of Americans de-
pend on and devastate our economy in
the process.

This plan would strip millions of
working families of their health care,
cut benefits for millions more, and in-
crease premiums for older Americans
by 25 percent. It would ravage our
economy by destabilizing the
healthcare sector and pushing State
and local governments to the brink of
bankruptcy.

Four Republican Senators have even
rejected this bill because of its eco-
nomically devastating Medicaid cuts.

The Republican plan would force the
counties I represent to pay hundreds of
millions of dollars more for health
care.

This bill would force local govern-
ments to raise property taxes or deny
health care.

We need healthcare solutions that
improve care and strengthen our econ-
omy at the same time. We must not
settle for this plan, which accomplishes
neither.

———————

HARDSHIPS FACED UNDER
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to share with you one of the
countless stories my office has received
that highlight the hardships faced
under the Affordable Care Act, pri-
marily by middle-income families. This
one came in on January 17. Joe writes:

“Mr. LaMalfa, I was penalized $850 on
my 2015 tax return for the trans-
gression of not having been enrolled in
the Affordable Care Act.

“I simply cannot afford the now $895-
per-month premium, double, to insure
my family of three. I have been forced
into what’s called self-pay for our doc-
tor visits.

“Cancer biopsies, Z-Packs, dental,
and eyeglasses all come out of my pay-
check . . . it sure would have been nice
to have that extra $850 penalty to pay
for all this.”

He ended his message stating, sim-
ply: “ObamaCare needs to be repealed
and replaced with free market policies
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that can be purchased across State
lines.”

His testimony highlights one of the
primary issues with the ACA: fewer
choices, increasingly expensive pre-
miums, deductibles that are out of
sight that are forcing citizens into pay-
ing out of pocket for services they
need.

Another one of my constituents told
me they were ultimately forced to
choose between paying their mortgage
and paying their monthly premium.
That is not a choice at all, and one
that should not have to be made.

——————

REPUBLICAN HEALTHCARE PLAN
WILL HAVE DEVASTATING IMPACT

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the Republican

healthcare plan and its devastating im-
pact. When it comes to the Affordable
Care Act, I have always said: mend it,
don’t end it.

I came to Congress wanting to work
together on a bipartisan plan that
would build and improve upon the Af-
fordable Care Act. Unfortunately, the
plan the Republicans have offered and
that is supported by the President was
written in secret, kept under wraps,
and is now being rushed through mara-
thon subcommittee sessions so the
American people don’t have a chance
to actually see what is in this bill.

Republicans refuse to wait for the
Congressional Budget Office, a non-
partisan group, to tell us how much
their plan will cost and how many peo-
ple will get thrown off their health
care plans. Maybe that is because their
plan offers tax breaks to the wealthy
while the rest of us get stuck paying
the bill.

Reductions proposed in this bill
would result in over $1 billion in cuts
for New York State this year. Now the
American Association of Retired Per-
sons, the American Hospital Associa-
tion, the American Medical Associa-
tion, and a growing list of Republican
and Democratic Governors throughout
the Nation oppose this plan.

So instead of pushing through a bill
that we know will result in rising pre-
miums and throw people off their
healthcare, let’s come together and
find a solution that makes sense for all
Americans.

———
OPPOSING REPEAL AND REPLACE

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong opposition to the re-
peal and replace bill offered by my Re-
publican colleagues. I have never be-
lieved ObamaCare was perfect, but it
was a step in the right direction.

We will only move our healthcare
policy forward by working together to
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